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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to an amendment/response filed on 01/21/2008. 

2. Claims 1-7 have been amended. 

3. Claims 8-17 have been added. 

4. No claims have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Ramsden et al. (EP 1006 751 A2). 

As per claim 1 , Ramsden et al. discloses a flow control method for Virtual Container 
VC-Trunks in metropolitan-area network equipment (see paragraph 7 and column 11, 
paragraph 27, lines 30-33, see figures 1 and 4) comprising: 

determining, by a receiving-end equipment whether there is congestion at a VC- Trunk 
of the receiving-end equipment, if there is congestion at the VC-trunk sending out flow 
control packet with a VC-Trunk tag of the VC-Trunk to a transmission-end equipment 
(see paragraph 30, lines 50-52, and column 15, paragraph 32, lines 40-41); 
pausing, by the transmission-end equipment, a service transmission of the VC-trunk 
according to the VC-Trunk tag in the flow control packet (see paragraph 30, column 19, 
paragraph 37, lines 8-31). 
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As per claim 2, the flow control method further comprising, after pausing the service 
transmission of the VC- Trunk initiating, by the transmission-end equipment, a flow 
control timer at the transmission-end equipment if the flow control timer expires and no 
new flow control packet is received, then waiting resuming, by the transmission-end 
equipment, the service transmission of the VC-Trunk (inherent, see paragraph 37). 

As per claim 3, the flow control method further comprising, wherein after sending the 
flow control packet with the VC-Trunk tag to the transmission-end equipment, initiating, 
by the receiving-end equipment, a flow control timer at the receiving-end equipment and 
sending the flow control packet in a timely manner until the congestion disappears 
(inherent, see paragraph 37). 

As per claim 4, the flow control method comprising, the determining whether there is 
congestion at the VC-Trunk of the receiving-end equipment comprises, calculating, by 
the receiving-end equipment, the number of the service data packets received at the of 
every VC-Trunk and determining that there is congestion at the VC-Trunk if the whether 
said number exceeds a preset flow control threshold (see paragraphs 32 and 33). 

As per claim 5, the flow control method comprising, the determining whether there is 
congestion at the VC-Trunk of the receiving-end equipment comprises, determining, by 
the receiving-end equipment, whether a First In First Out (FIFO) buffer of the VC-Trunk 
at the receiving-end transmission equipment is overflow and determining that there is 
congestion at the VC-Trunk if the FIFO buffer is overflow (see paragraph 32 and 33). 
As per claim 6, the flow control method, wherein the flow control packet comprises 
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an 802. 3x pause frame and the VC-Trunk tag as a header is added to 802. 3x pause 
frame (see column 19, lines 3-5 and column 20, lines 9-15). 

As per claim 7, the flow control method, wherein VC-Trunk tags correspond to VC- 
Trunks one by one, and a length of the VC-Trunk tag is determined by the number of 
VC-Trunks (see column 15, lines 8-16 and column 14, lines 5-10, (in virtual 
concatenation, each group representing the data packet for transmission is given an 
identifier)). 

As per new independent claims 8 -7 are apparatus corresponding to amended 
method claim 1 . Hence are rejected for the same reasons as set forth above regarding 
claim 1. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 01/21/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argue that the prior art fail to teach "determining, by a 
receiving-end equipment, whether there is congestion at a VC-Trunk of the receiving- 
end equipment, if there is congestion at the VC-Trunk, sending a flow control packet 
with a VC-Trunk tag of the VC-Trunk to a transmission-end equipment; pausing, by the 
transmission-end equipment, service transmission of the VC-Trunk according to the VC- 
Trunk tag in the flow control packet" and that prior art does not take into consideration 
the flow control of an individual Virtual Container. Examiner respectfully disagrees with 
Applicant characterization of the prior art. Rams den et al. (EP 1006751 A2) does teach 
of determining by a receiving-end equipment (see figure 1), whether there is congestion 
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at a VC-Trunk of the receiving-end equipment (see paragraph 30, flow control and 
pause frame) if there is congestion at the VC-Trunk, sending a flow control packet with 
a VC-Trunk tag of the VC-Trunk to a transmission-end equipment (see paragraph 26, 
Ethernet standard 802.3 and paragraph 30, flow control and pause frame); pausing, by 
the transmission-end equipment, service transmission of the VC-Trunk according to the 
VC- Trunk tag in the flow control packet (see paragraph 24, 30 and 32). Ramsden et al. 
does take into consideration the flow control of an individual Virtual Container (see 
paragraph 30, lines 5-10, single virtual container). 
4. For the reason above, the rejection is maintained. 



Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ABDULLAH RIYAMI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-31 19. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
8am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on (571)272-6703. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Abdullah Riyami/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2616 

/FIRMIN BACKER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



